
INRE:

BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2012-316-T - ORDER NO. 2012-635

AUGUST 23, 2012

Application of Yellow Cab Company of

Charleston for a Class C (Charter) Ce:_tificate

of Public Convenience and Necessity

) ORDER GRANTING

) CLASS C CHARTER

) CERTIFICATE AND

) GRANTING WAIVER OF

) PLACARDING

) REQUIREMENTS

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina (the

Commission) by way of an Application filed by Yellow Cab Company of Charleston (the

Applicant or the Company) for a Class C Charter Certificate of Public Convenience and

Necessity to render motor passenger service over irregular routes as follows:

BETWEEN POINTS AND PLACES IN SOUTH CAROLINA,

RESTRICTED TO: SEVEN (7) PASSENGERS.

Upon consideration of the Application for a Class C Charter Certificate, the

representations contained therein, and the documentary evidence attached thereto, the

Commission finds that the Applicant is fit, willing, and able to perform the service to the

public under the authority sought. The Commission also finds that the granting of the

Certificate is required by public convenience and necessity.

The Applicant also requests a waiver of 26 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-153 (Supp.

2011), which requires marking or identification of motor vehicles (known as
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"placarding") which are used for transportationof property or passengersunder the

jurisdictionof theCommission.

The Companypossessesa fleet of "London Black Cabs." Among other things,

the Companystatesthatits "London Black Cabs"shouldnot beplacarded,becausethey

arerare,specializedvehicles,to which thereis no comparisonin the Americanmarket,

andthat they areusedonly as limousinesin a luxury market. Further,the Company

statesthat it would lose the majority of its wedding, corporate,and luxury market

clienteleif it wasforcedto placardits vehicles. Wefound thatthe waiverof placarding

requirementswasappropriatefor theprior ownerof the "London Black Cabs"acquired

by theApplicant. SeeDocketNo. 2009-45-T,OrderNo. 2009-92. The Office of

RegulatoryStaff ("ORS") doesnot opposetherequest. ORShadrequestedin theprior

Docket that the waiver of the regulation in that casehe limited to the Company's

"LondonBlackCabs"only andnot to anyothervehiclesin theApplicant'sfleet or to this

type of vehicle generally which may be owned by other companies. ORS stated its belief

that specific exemptions fi'om the placarding requirements should be addressed by the

Commission on a case by case basis, and not appear to apply indusla2¢ wide in any way.

26 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-101 (2) (Supp. 201t) states that this Commission

may waive a regulation when strict compliance produces unusual difficulty and is not in

the public interest. We do believe, as we did in the prior docket involving these vehicles,

that placarding of the Company's "London Black Cabs" will produce unusual difficulty,

since the Company would apparently lose much of its luxm2¢ clientele as a result. This is

also not in the public interest. Accordingly, we grant the requested waiver fi'om the
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placardingrequirementsof 26 S.C.CodeAnn. Regs.103-t53. However,the waiver is

applicableonly to the"London Black Cabs"ownedby the Applicant. Thewaiveris not

applicableto any othervehiclesin the Company'sfleet, nor to "London Black Cabs"

ownedby any other company. We do intend to examinerequestedwaivers of the

placardingregulationon acase-by-casebasis.

IT IS THEREFOREORDERED:

1. ThattheApplicationof Yellow CabCompanyof Charlestonfor a Ciass c

Charter Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity is hereby approved.

2. That the placarding requirements of 26 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-153

(Supp. 201 I) are waived.

3. That the Applicant cause to be filed with the Office of Regulatory Staff

(ORS) the proper license fees, proof of liability insurance (i.e. "Form E"), and other

information required by S.C. Code Ann. Section 58-23-10 et se_ (1976), as amended,

and by 26 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-100 through 103-241 (Supp. 2011) of the

Commission's Rules and Regulations for Motor Carriers, and 23A S.C. Code Ann. Regs.

38-400 through 38-503 (Supp. 2011) of the Department of Public Safety's Rules and

Regulations for Motor Carriers, within ninety (90) days of the date of this Order, or

within such additional time as may be authorized by the Commission.

4. That failure of the Applicant to either (t) complete the certification

process by complying with the requirements of filing with the ORS proof of appropriate

insurance and the payment of license fees and such other information required by law

within ninety (90) days of the date of this Order or (2) request and obtain fi'om the
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Commissionadditionaltime to complywith therequirementsstatedabove,mayresultin

theauthorizationapprovedin this Orderbeingrevoked.

5. That uponcompliancewith thefiling of informationasrequiredby S.C.

CodeAnn. Section58-23-10,et _. (1976),asamended,andtheapplicableRegulations

for Motor Carriers, S.C. Code Ann. Regs.Vol. 26 (Supp. 2011), as amended,a

Certificateshall be issuedby the ORS to the Applicant authorizingthe motor can'ier

servicesgrantedherein.

6. That prior to compliancewith the requirementsregardingthe filing of

certaininformationwith theORS andreceiptof a Certificate,themotor carrierservices

authorizedbythis Ordermaynotbeprovided.

7. Thatthis Ordershall remainin full forceandeffectuntil furtherOrderof

theCommission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

ATTEST:

(SEAL)


